
Be The Church With Us 
Our church is the people who fill it.  

Join us, our doors are always open... 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 

What do we believe? The first answer to that question 
is that there’s no single answer! There is blessing in our 
differences, and in our diversity we are richer than any 
of us could be alone. 
 
Perhaps the only aspect of faith that everyone agrees 
on at Old First is that each person is on a personal 
spiritual journey, so only he or she can describe what 
he or she believes. And that none of us is finished yet: 
we understand that faith development takes a lifetime. 
We are a non-creedal church which means you do not 
have to believe or affirm a particular set of stated 
beliefs to belong or to feel comfortable. We encourage 
doubts and questions, and we value rethinking our 
theology together. 

4th & Race St., Philadelphia, PA 19106  
Tel: 215-922-4566 
Web: oldfirstucc.org 
Email: admin@oldfirstucc.org  

ABOUT US 

Old First is one of over 5,000 congregations across the 
United States that belong to the United Church of Christ 
(UCC). With colonial-era beginnings going back to the 
Pilgrims in New England and German immigrants in 
Pennsylvania, the UCC is a church with deep roots in 
the American story. 
 
But we are not a museum. We keep evolving because 
God gives the Church a “responsibility… in each 
generation to make this faith its own in reality of 
worship, in honesty of thought and expression, and in 
purity of heart before God” Preamble of the UCC’s 
Constitution and By-laws. 
 
Answering this call to minister and make a difference in 
its time and place, the UCC today embraces spiritual, 
social and intellectual values relevant to the 21st 
century and the needs of its people. 

We are building 
 AGAIN! 

mailto:admin@oldfirstucc.org


Old First has called the corner of 4th and Race our 
home since 1747- building, rebuilding, and expanding. 

Now, we want to build again. 
 
Old First, founded in 1727, is the city’s 4th oldest 
surviving congregation. It constructed its first building 
at 4th and Race in 1747, which was rebuilt and 
expanded over time. Old First went on to build two 
additional churches, one at 10th and Wallace and the 
other at 50th and Locust (both still active houses of 
worship). In 1965, our congregation returned to Old 
City, as an anchor in the redevelopment of the historic 
district.  

A BUILDING CHURCH 

We have been providing a “provisional” home for 
people in our social hall each winter since 1984. When 
Mayor Wilson Goode asked the churches of 
Philadelphia to provide shelter for the city’s homeless, 
Old First was the first to open its doors. They have 
remained open ever since. Between our shelter and our 
Saturday breakfast program, we end up serving over 
8,000 meals a year out of our kitchen and sheltering 
about 30 men every winter night.  It’s not unusual to 

hear people around Old First say: “30 men on the 
floor for 30+ years is too long.” We are ready to do 
better.  

BUILD AGAIN 

We want to build again, and do something new. 
Add to our contributions for our neighbors.  
 

Our plan is to redevelop a portion of our property 
along 4th, adding apartments, church offices/
classrooms and also create much needed retail 
space. Additionally, it will update the courtyard/ 
open space in front of the church building.  
 
We have partnered with Community Ventures, a local 
nonprofit residential real estate developer, and Depaul 
USA, a local subsidiary of an international charitable 
group which supports people experiencing homeless-
ness, to breath life into this new building. 
 
We are asking for your support.  
 

Rev. Michael Caine, Pastor & Teacher 

30 MEN FOR 30 YEARS 


