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List of the members currently serving on your ministry or leadership team: 

❖ Rae Conley; Robert Schneider, co-archivist; Nancy Donohue, co-archivist 
 
As you look at the goals you had planned for 2020, what were you able to accomplish? Please be 
as specific as possible.  

❖ That the archives database is now available to anyone anywhere with internet access 
was the primary accomplishment for 2020. Nineteen years ago, Mandarin Library 
Automation donated software to Old First in order for the church to catalog and 
build an archives database. In 2020, using Mandarin to put the database of the church 
archives online was finally affordable and realized. Besides the fact that the archives 
database is now universally available, the Old First database is much safer now 
because it no longer resides on a personal computer. Instead, it exists in the Cloud 
where Mandarin backs it up automatically daily. The database affords access to 
information about Old First history, minutes, photographs, books, events, news 
articles, denominational history, pastors, church publications, sermons, construction, 
furnishings, and more. To access the archives database, click on the Archives button 
at the top right of the Old First homepage.   

 
How has your ministry’s or leadership team’s work and goals shifted throughout 2020 because 
of COVID? 

❖ COVID stymied adding items to the database, negated use of the display case, 
prevented doing research at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and delayed 
transferring books from the Fox Building to the vault. 

❖ There were only six unique requests for information this year—probably a negative 
effect of COVID. Requests ranged from genealogy information, to burial grounds, to 
the 1918 Flu Epidemic. The author of a research paper on the German Reformed 
Burial Ground in Germantown sent Old First Church a copy of his paper and suggests 
that Old First should take responsibility for overseeing the deteriorating site! 

 
What do you hope to accomplish in 2021? What do you anticipate will be different in 2021 
(because of COVID, or because of other factors)? 

❖ Projects for 2021: 
➢ Store valuable/fragile items from the sanctuary in the vault during the sanctuary 

renovations 
➢ Work with the Joint Ventures and architects to plan and design archives space in 

the new building 
➢ Plan for temporary, appropriate storage of the archives 
➢ Research a cost-effective manner for digitizing photos and documents 
➢ Visit the site of the German Reformed Burial Ground in Germantown  

 
  


