
Outreach Coordinator Report 
Submitted by:  Jess Selingo (new Outreach Coordinator) and Billi Charron (exiting Outreach 
Coordinator)  
 
List of the members currently serving on your ministry or leadership team: 

❖ Clark Dingman, Beth Walker, Deanna Salpietra, Greta Stewart, Ashley, Mike Wass, 
Alice, Billi Charron, Jess Selingo 

 
As you look at the goals you had planned for 2020, what were you able to accomplish?  Please 
be as specific as possible. 

❖ We were able to schedule visits to sister churches but were not able to follow 
through due to restrictions on gathering and socializing. We hope that once churches 
are gathering safely, we will be able to initiate this opportunity again.  

❖ Many Old First members stepped up in new ways to help out with our ministry to the 
homeless via our shelter and Saturday Cupboard. Starting in July, we had a steady 
stream of catered meals and food drop-offs from churches / groups who regularly 
cooked on site before Covid-19 as well as new volunteers. 

❖ We discerned that at this time we do not have the means to hire on a full-time staff 
person or Associate Pastor for the Outreach Coordinator role.  

 
How has your ministry’s or leadership team’s work and goals shifted throughout 2020 because 
of COVID? 

❖ Initially, all in-person volunteer opportunities and outreach services were eliminated 
for the safety of all community members. However, in July, in-person volunteering 
and programming resumed with Covid-19 modifications. Additionally, we shifted to 
creating online service camp content and a drop-off meal program for the shelter. 
The shelter expanded to include women in the initial 2020 season. We expanded the 
space to include the nursery and choir music rooms, and offered shower and laundry 
services to our shelter residents.  

 
Where is your group or ministry area stuck? Do you need help in discerning who to ask to join 
your group or to get more involved? 

❖ We are stuck with moving forward on virtual service opportunities. It is difficult to 
recruit youth and congregations to participate in the online educational seminar. 

❖ Outreach transitioned in staff in August and learning this position during the 
pandemic has been tricky. I (Jess) haven't been able to meet the congregation, 
attend church service in person, or engage with most of the people who would 
typically be volunteering. We are always open to new membership.   

 
What do you hope to accomplish in 2021? What do you anticipate will be different in 2021 
(because of COVID, or because of other factors)? 

❖ We hope to provide more online webinars or discussions to community members 
regarding the issues Old First advocates for- housing for all, food security, immigrant 
rights, racial equality, fair wages, etc.  



❖ We are interested in virtual speaking engagements at churches that are hosting 
online church services. This can help solidify our relationships during these difficult 
times. 

❖ We anticipate continued difficulty with securing drop-off food donations for the 
breakfast on Saturdays and for dinners. Without being able to use our kitchen for 
cooking, it limits the ability of community members to bring in food and serve it hot. 
Shelter residents also frequently do not have essential cooking supplies, such as 
butter or oil, that normally groups would bring in with them. We are also limited in 
Cupboard services we can offer, because of City’s Vocid-19 safety guidelines and the 
limited ability of guests to touch/shop through our donations.  

❖ We would like to resume the full-service Saturday Cupboard experience, to offer the 
selection of clothing items and toiletries as well as sit down breakfast. Both guests 
and volunteers miss the fellowship involved in this shared ministry. We have 
considered taking requests for clothing items to meet the immediate needs. This 
would involve recruiting additional volunteers to take requests and package items for 
the following week. 

 
What are the ways that the church can support your team in achieving your goals? 

❖ Continued support of our ministry though donations of clothing, purchasing from 
Amazon wishlist, and dropping off meals is greatly appreciated. One way the church 
can support Outreach is to share our ministry, share our wishlists, and let others in 
their personal networks know what we are doing and that we are in need of healthy 
volunteers.  

 


