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List of the members currently serving on your ministry or leadership team:  

❖ Tony Merlo, Joanna Robinson, Holly Phares, Yiwola Awoyale, Michael Caine, 
Laura Spencer, Richard Kalwaic   

 
As you look at the goals you had planned for 2020, what were you able to accomplish? 
Please be as specific as possible.  

❖ The Worship SLG has been pursuing the goal of personalizing worship as well as 
tapping into the spiritual energy of the congregation. For example, our group 
examined the possibility of a “Person Story Moment," Lenten suppers in homes and 
various Lenten practices in those homes. As the pandemic progressed, we shifted to 
seeing how to facilitate the Worship on Zoom.  

 
How has your ministry’s or leadership team’s work and goals shifted throughout 2020 
because of COVID?  

❖ The COVID pandemic and the shift to Zoom brought initial questions. Could we still 
meet in small groups, with restrictions in place? We agreed that safety was of 
paramount importance. Ultimately, we thought that online gatherings would be 
the safest. The rest of the year has been devoted to adapting our Worship service 
to an online format. There have been advantages to the Zoom format. More 
people actively participate in the Worship service than before online worship. We 
see each other directly on the screen. Chat services are available during the service. 
Pastor Michael has been able to check on peoples’ attendance and issues during 
the service. Worship SLG has adapted these advantages to our plans.  

❖ I would like to commend our group for its creativity and dedication in several 
areas.   

➢ Adapting a worship service to two-dimensional format   
➢ Utilizing patience and dedication to overcome the limitations 

inherent in a two-dimensional, online format.   
➢ Extraordinary creativity in finding new ways to enhance our service  

❖ I am honored to be connected with such a talented and skilled group.   
 
Where is your group or ministry area stuck? Do you need help in discerning who to ask to 
join your group or to get more involved?  

❖ Is our group “stuck” in any way? Stuck may not be the right word. We are constantly 
challenged. We could use outside expertise, particularly with the issues coming up in 
2021.  

 
What do you hope to accomplish in 2021? What do you anticipate will be different in 2021 
(because of COVID, or because of other factors)?  

❖ We anticipate that 2021 will be a year of eventually moving back to the sanctuary, 
although it isn’t clear when it will be safe enough. When we do move back, we 



believe that Worship will be of a “hybrid” type. There will be a combination of in 
person worship as well as online participation. The details are still being discussed. 
We could use outside help on the technical problems this would present. 


