Things To Do in Philadelphia, In and around Old First:

Please check websites as opening hours can vary throughout the year.

Some great calendars to check for events and activities include:

e Visitphilly.com, the Official Philly Tourism and Visitor Information

e https://www.phlvisitorcenter.com/, Independence Visitor Center website.

e https://www.visitphilly.com/uwishunu/, the go-to resource for awesome things to do
in Greater Philadelphia for both locals and visitors who want to explore like locals.

The Independence Visitor Center
Welcome to the Independence Visitor Center (phlvisitorcenter.com)

1 N. Independence Mall (Between Market and Arch and Between 5" and 6" St)
Open Daily, 9am - 5pm
Free Admission

Speak with friendly staff for free trip-planning advice; explore things to do on digital
installations; and purchase discounted tickets for local attractions and tours. After starting
here, you'll know what to do, when to go, and how to get there.

The Liberty Bell
Welcome to the Independence Visitor Center (phlvisitorcenter.com)

526 Market St.
Open Daily, 9am - 5pm
Free Admission

Held as a symbol of freedom both in Philadelphia and across America, the ubiquitous
cracked bell is on display along with information about the bell’s history and its significance
to America.
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Betsy Ross House

239 Arch St.

Open daily, 10 am -5 pm

Self guided tours are $8 for adults / $6 for students and Audio Tours are $20 for adults / $8
for students.

Betsy Ross House - Historic Philadelphia, Inc.

Let’s start with the bad news: Nobody is sure whether Betsy Ross lived here or at the house
next door that has long-since been demolished. But the over 250-year old Bethsy Ross
House has been furnished as it was during Betsy’s time and holds artifacts to teach about
the famous flag maker.

Independence Hall

520 Chestnut St.

Open Daily, 9am - 5pm

Free Admission, but tickets are required for timed entry between March and December:
https://www.nps.gov/inde/planyourvisit/independencehalltickets.htm

Park rangers offer a guided tour of the building where the Declaration of Independence was
signed.

Elfreth’s Alley

Between Front and 2"9 Street, Race and Arch Streets

Elfreth's Alley Museum (elfrethsalley.org)

The street is open to the public, and there is a small Museum - open Friday-Sunday, 12-4pm
through the end of October. Tickets can be purchased at the museum or on the website of
the Independence Visitor Center. An Audio Tour is available for purchase on smartphones
everyday at elfrethsalley.org/audiotour.

Elfreth’s Alley is a block-long street that opened in 1702 connecting two blacksmith’s shops
near Philadelphia’s busy waterfront with Second Street — one of the growing colony’s
busiest thoroughfares. The thrity-two buildings along Elfreth’s Alley were built between the
1720’s and 1830’s.
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Franklin Court

314-321 Market St.

The courtyard, post office and printing office are free. The museum is Open daily: 9am - 5pm
and is $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for children, ages 4 through 16.

Visiting the Franklin Court Courtyard - Independence National Historical Park (U.S. National
Park Service) (nps.gov)

Benjamin Franklin’s house was, unfortunately, torn down in the early 1800s. Today the site
of the house is known as Franklin Court, and it features a steel-framed outline of Franklin’s
home, a museum with a print shop, a working post office where you can send letters hand-
stamped with Franklin’s original postmark and more.

Spruce Street Harbor Park

Spruce Street & S. Columbus Boulevard

The seasonal waterfront park is free and open to the public in the spring through fall.
Spruce Street Harbor Park (delawareriverwaterfront.com)

The beloved seasonal park offers visitors the chance to lounge on colorful hammocks, enjoy
Philly-inspired eats on floating barges, cool off with craft brews in the beer garden and play
games - bocce, shuffleboard and more — along a waterfront boardwalk. It is also adjacent to
the River Rink Summerfest which includes a roller rink, a boathouse-styled lodge, a play area
for kids, carnival-style fun, food and drink options and events throughout the season.

Once Upon a Nation Storytelling Benches
Various locations, see below

Free

Once Upon A Nation - Historic Philadelphia, Inc.

Three one-of-a-kind award-winning Once Upon A Nation Storytelling Benches are within
Philadelphia’s Historic District, telling riveting stories of our nation’s history in the places
where they actually happened. Specially-trained, uniformed storytellers delight and
entertain with free, short 3-to-5-minute stories while sharing the secrets of Philadelphia’s
and America’s history. The free storytelling benches are found in three locations around the
Historic District:

e Independence Square, behind Independence Hall

e Franklin Square

e Betsy Ross House sponsored by the George C. and Esther Ann McFarland

Foundation
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Presbyterian Historical Society

425 Lombard St.

In-person research is by appointment only.
| Presbyterian Historical Society (pcusa.org)

The national archives and historical research center of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
collects, preserves and shares the history of the American Presbeyterian and reformed
tradition. The Society holds 18" to 20" century denominational records, personal papers and
materials documenting the Presbyterian tradition.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes Church)

916 S. Swanson Street

The church building is free and open Tuesday through Sunday from 9am to 4pm. The
grounds and churchyard are open daily from sunup to sundown.

Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Episcopal Church (old-swedes.org)

Before William Penn, the Swedes were here building log homes and a brick church, Gloria
Dei - Pennsylvania’s oldest church. Stroll the grounds and explore the simple interior of this
colonial church. Religious services are held on Sundays at 10am.

Christ Church and Burial Ground

20 N. American St. (The Burial Ground is located at the corner of 5th and Arch Street.)
Open Wed-Sun from 11am to 5pm and costs $5, the Burial Ground is open every day from
11am to 5pm and costs $5 for unguided and $8 for guided tour.

Christ Church Philadelphia - The Birthplace of the American Episcopal Church

Founded in 1695, Christ Church is both where many of America’s leaders worshiped and
where many of them are buried. The burial ground is the final resting place of Benjamin
Franklin and 4 other signers of the Declaration of Independence.

National Constitution Center

525 Arch St.

Open Wednesday - Sunday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Adults are $14.50 and Students are $11.

The National Constitution Center

The National Constitution Center features a variety of permanent and changing exhibits and
shows about the US Constitution and American History.
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African American Museum

701 Arch Street

Open Friday through Sunday, timed reservations required.

For prices and reservations - visit: https://www.aampmuseum.org/

The African American Museum in Philadelphia is the first institution built by a major United
States city to house and interpret the life and work of African Americans. Our doors are
open for your enjoyment and enlightenment. Visit us and experience the richness and
vibrancy of African American heritage and culture come alive in four magnificent exhibition
galleries filled with exciting history and fascinating art.

Museum of the American Revolution

101 S 3rd St, Philadelphia, PA 19106

Open Daily, 10am - 5pm

Ticket prices vary — visit: https://www.amrevmuseum.org/at-the-museum/visit/visit-hours

The Museum of the American Revolution uncovers and shares compelling stories about the
diverse people and complex events that sparked America’s ongoing experiment in liberty,
equality, and self-government.

Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History

101 South Independence Mall

Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday 10 am -5 pm

Free admission made possible in part by the Jane and Daniel Och Family Foundation,
donations appreciated.

Weitzman National Museum of American Jewish History (theweitzman.org)

Presents educational programs and experiences that preserve, explore, and celebrate the
history of Jews in America. Its purpose is to connect Jews more closely to their heritage and
to inspire in people of all backgrounds a greater appreciation for the diversity of the
American Jewish experience and the freedoms to which Americans aspire.
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National Liberty Museum

321 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, PA 19106

Open Thurs-Mon, 10am - 5pm

Ticket prices vary — visit: https://www.libertymuseum.org/visit/hours-admissions/

Liberty comes to life at the National Liberty Museum, located in the heart of Philadelphia’s
Old City, where past ideals empower the achievements of today, tomorrow, and beyond.
Over four floors of permanent galleries and changing exhibitions, we explore the meaning
of liberty today through contemporary art and the stories of real people from around the
world who have done extraordinary things in the name of freedom.

Franklin Square

6th & Race Streets

Park Hours: 10 a.m. - 9 p.m., Daily

Entrance to Franklin Square is FREE but attractions require admission - visit:
https://historicphiladelphia.org/franklin-square/what-to-see

Centered around its beautiful, 180-year-old fountain, Franklin Square features the Parx
Liberty Carousel, the one-of-a-kind Philly Mini Golf course, a fountain show, and the
renowned SquareBurger.

Fireman’s Hall Museum

147 N. 2nd St.

Admission is free and donations are welcome.

147 N 2nd Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106. Phone: 215-923-1438
firemanshallmuseum.org

A circa-1902 fire station-turned-museum offers lessons in the history of firefighting via old
trucks, ladders, helmets, photographs and a tribute to the heroes of September 11, 2001.
Kids can try on firefighter coats and boots, play with puzzles and learn how to make
emergency calls.
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Philly PHLASH Bus

The Philly PHLASH® Downtown Loop is a visitor-friendly public transit service managed

by Independence Visitor Center Corporation, which provides access to 19 stops located near
must-see attractions, from Penn's Landing to Fairmount Park. PHLASH is the most
affordable way to get around, at just $2 per ride, $5 for a One-Day Pass, and $9 for a Two-Day
Pass (available for two consecutive days as an online-exclusive deal). To find stops and
information on ticketing, visit: phillyphlash.com The PHLASH runs:

April 29 - May 27
Friday — Sunday, 10 a.m -6 p.m.

May 27 - September 5
Daily, 10 a.m - 6 p.m.

September 9 - December 30
Friday — Sunday, 10 a.m -6 p.m.

For the Art Enthusiasts, Ben Franklin Parkway has a variety of art museums, including:
The Philadelphia Museum of Art https://philamuseum.org|/visit
The Barnes Foundation https://www.barnesfoundation.org/

The Rodin Museum https://rodinmuseum.org/

For the Sports Enthusiasts, teams playing over the summer include the Phillies and Union:

Philadelphia Phillies (stadium is accessible by public transport): Philadelphia Phillies Tickets
(tickets-center.com)

Philadelphia Union (stadium is NOT accessible by public transport): Schedule |
PhiladelphiaUnion.com
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